
Diary Dates
Note: below details may change  

- 2.45pm – Assembly  

- 8.20 am to 8.50 am - Breakfast Club

- Weekly Lunch Orders – On Hold 

- Parent Catch Up at Goldfields Track Café.  All welcome

– Assembly via Webex

School Assembly Webex:

Meeting number : 2653 371 2854

Meeting password: Thyn33i83D4

Harcourt Valley Primary School 
 Newsletter 

3 Wilkinson Street, HARCOURT 3453

Phone: 03 5474 2266 Mobile: 0478 435 770

Email:  harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au

We are a child safe school
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.

Friday 21st November 2025
Week 7  Term 4

Every Thursday @2.45pm – Come in or watch via Webex!
School Assembly Webex:

Meeting number : 2653 371 2854
Meeting password: Thyn33i83D4 

We are also in need 
of Sugar and

 Icing Sugar & Eggs 
any donations 
appreciated ☺

SAY HELLO TO HVPS’S 
2023 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS & 
VICE CAPTAINS

 School Captains – Isabelle & 

Reagan Vice Captains – Astin 

& Zhara 
Big congratulations to all our 
other grade 6 students who 

have received leadership roles 
for 2023. 

MEET THE STAFF AT HVPS

DIDN’T GET YOUR HANDS ON 
ONE OF OUR FAMOUS APPLE 

PIES? DON’T WORRY!
HSVP IS NOW TAKING ORDERS 

FOR APPLE PIES – PLEASE 
CONTACT THE OFFICE TO PLACE 

YOUR ORDERS

20th March 2023 

No Cash - Online Only

CASTLEMAINE SWAP MEET
Volunteers needed for the swap 
meet on the 2nd of April at the 

Camp Reserve Castlemaine. 
Please let Louise know at the 

office if you can help ☺

SWPBS AT HVPS

BIG Congratulations to our 
HVPS Netball Team on their win 

at the sports day!!

H
V
P
S

FROM THE ART ROOM

Congratulations to all who participated 
in the division cross country today. Big 

congratulations to Ada who is off to the 
Loddon Mallee Region Cross Country in 

June!

Our Grade P/1/2s had Tabloid Sports 
today at Wesley Hill – Finnley and Brodie 

certainly had a great time!

PLEASE HELP…

Big congratulations to this little superstar on 
reaching the Regional Cross Country held in      

St Arnaud on Tuesday.                                            
We are all so proud of you – well done Ada! 

Meet Louie! 
The newest member of the 

HVPS Office 

Welcome to the 
HVPS family 

Vuitton 

2023 COLOUR RUN

FAREWELL MRS RICE

After 23 years of service at 
Harcourt Valley Primary 

School as Library Technician 
and Integration Aide, Mrs 

Rice has made the decision 
to retire at the end of the 

year.

INSIDE THIS WEEK’S 
NEWSLETTER

• Principal’s Report
• Students of the 

Week
• Fundraising News
• Art Room News 

Starting 10th February

HVPS FACEBOOK                
PAGE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
HVPS FACEBOOK 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
FRIDAY MORNINGS FROM 

8:15AM to 8:55am

Lunch orders on Fridays via 
Flexischools app

Flexischools Website

WEBSITE LINK

The Smile Squad free school dental program is coming to our 
school

The Smile Squad team from Bendigo Health are coming to our 
school soon.

Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental 
program.

This means ALL students can get a free dental check-up, 
preventive services, and treatment at school.

How to access free dental care
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent 

is usually provided by a parent or guardian.
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic

TERM 4- 2025

DATES TO REMEMBER 

TUESDAY 25TH NOVEMBER

PREP TRANSITION DAY

9-10:30AM

BELEZA UNIFORM POP-UP 

SHOP 

FROM 8:30AM

WEDNESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER

2026 PREP PARENT 

INFORMATION NIGHT

6:30PM – 7:30PM

SATURDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 

HVPS BBQ @ GATHER 

HARCOURT 

HVPS TRIVIA NIGHT

TUESDAY 2ND DECEMBER
PREP TRANISTION DAY

9-11AM

TUESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 
CHOIR EXCURSION TO 

NURSING HOME
WEDNESDAY 3RD DECEMBER SCHOOL COUNCIL 6:30PM

FRIDAY 5TH DECEMBER

WHOLE SCHOOL EXCURSION 

VICTORIAN MINATURE 

RAILWAY OPENING

MONDAY 8TH DECEMBER

WHOLE SCHOOL FREE 

EXCURSION TO HAMER HALL 

CHRISTMAS MELODIES 

TUESDAY 9TH DECEMBER

PREP TRANSITION DAY 

9-12PM

STEP-UP DAY
MONDAY 15TH DECEMBER GR 6 GRADUATION 

THURSDAY 18TH DECEMBER
WHOLE SCHOOL CINEMA 

EXCURSION

FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 

2025!

1:30 FINISH

Our 2025 Preps 
enjoying FRESH 
FRUIT FRIDAYS!!

mailto:harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://harcourtvalleycolourrun.goraiseit.com.au/hub
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088667592715&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://flexischools.com.au/
https://www.hvps.vic.edu.au/
https://dentalhealthservicesvictoria.snapforms.com.au/form/sdp-consent-form
https://events.humanitix.com/hvpstrivia?_gl=1*2a6v22*_gcl_au*MzYzNDExOTA2LjE3NjMwNzc1NzU.*_ga*MTk1NjYyMjI0NC4xNzYzMDc3NTc1*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*czE3NjMwNzc1NzQkbzEkZzEkdDE3NjMwNzc2MDIkajMyJGwwJGgw


PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Introducing our 2024 School Captains  
Sienna & Hector                                  

    Vice Captains – Grace & Arlo 

FAREWELL MRS MILNE
We wish Mrs Milne all the very best as she commences her maternity leave next 
week.  Thank you for all of your terrific work this year.  For the final 4 weeks of 
term, Mrs Hargreaves will be teaching the Grade 3-4 class on a Thursday, and Mrs 
Maddaford will be teaching on a Friday.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
We welcome Ms Beckwood for the final part of this term who will be teaching 
specialist Physical Education on a Tuesday and Wednesday.  

2026 PREP PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
2026 families are invited to attend a Prep Parent Information session scheduled for 
next Wednesday evening commencing at 6:30 p.m.  The evening will cover a broad 
range of topics relating to commencing the first year of school.  

TRIVIA EVENING
A reminder to our families that our Trivia Evening will be held on the evening of 
Saturday 29th November.  

ATHLETICS SPORTS DAY
Our Athletics Sports Day held last Tuesday was a wonderful success, and I would 
like to commend all students for their sportsmanship and determination 
throughout the day. A big thank you to Mrs. Stearne for her terrific organisation of 
the event. It was wonderful to see so many students participating and supporting 
each other.  Thank you to the families that were able to help out at the athletics 
carnival.
Final House Results for the day were:  Barker- 289 , Mitchell 263 followed by Lang 
on 239 points.

VICTORIAN MINIATURE RAILWAY OPENING
We have been very fortunate to have been invited to attend the official Opening of 
the Victorian Miniature Railway located in Harcourt on Friday 5th December.  
Permission forms have been issued via Xuno. 



CHRISTMAS MELODIES AT HAMER HALL
Students will be travelling to Hamer Hall, Melbourne on Monday 8th December for 
a Christmas concert.  Students are required to be at school by 08:30 a.m for an 
8:40 departure.  The school bus will be operating 30 minutes ahead of time on the 
morning of our excursion.  
This wonderful concert will include:
Vocalists Dale Burridge, Bridget Costello and Etuate Lutui will join The Salvation 
Army Staff Band and The National Boys Choir for this unforgettable Christmas 
celebration.

GRADE 6 GRADUATION
We are looking forward to the Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony and Graduation 
Dinner, which will be held on Monday 15th December. Invitations for both the 
ceremony and dinner have been distributed today. To assist with catering, RSVPs 
for the dinner are due back by next Friday 28th November.

CRAFT SAND CONTAMINATION UPDATE
You may be aware of a recent alert about craft sand products that may contain 
asbestos. For current information about the recall, including a list of products, visit 
the ACCC website.
At our school, we are taking the steps set out by the Department of Education to 
collect and dispose of the products. Current advice from national and Victorian 
health authorities is that there is a low risk to human health from these products.
If you have the product at home, however, the advice from the health authorities 
is that you should stop using it and follow the safety advice published here: Safe 
disposal and health information for consumers with recalled sand products | ACCC 
Product

FREE PUBLIC TRANSPORT
From 1 January 2026, people aged under 18 can travel free on all Victorian public 
transport services using a new youth myki card. This includes trams, trains, buses 
and coach services.
To access free travel, they must tap the myki card on and off each time they travel. 
For areas that do not use myki cards, they must show their myki card to travel free.
More information about the youth myki card will be available later in Term 4, 2025 
– refer to the myki types webpage on the Transport Victoria website.
For more information about other travel options to school, and support for eligible 
students, refer to the Travelling to school webpage on the Victorian Government 
website.

Have a nice weekend!



Hi everyone,
This week's wellbeing article located in the Chaplains Corner looks 
at how parents and care givers can help and support preteens and 

teenagers respond when they experience strong (& at times 
overwhelming) emotions and calm down.

"Pre-teens and teenagers often feel and express strong emotions. 
For example, they might feel angry if something seems unfair, or 
disappointed if something doesn’t turn out the way they wanted.
These emotions can be overwhelming. At the same time, because 
of teenage brain development, teenagers don’t always have the 

skills to think about things rationally.
Learning to calm down is an important part of learning to 

understand and manage emotions for pre-teens and teenagers.“

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

ARTICLE LINK

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

PREP/1 – MRS TURNER & MRS HOOD Arlo - For wonderful engagement in the phonics 
lesson by making sure you are always 
concentrating and repeating the information.

2/3 – MR WALTER Julian - for a fantastic effort when completing 
the Phonics + program. 

3/4 - MRS MILNE & MRS HARGREAVES Ronan - For being a friendly and thoughtful 
friend who helped his friend when he was hurt. 

4/5/6 – MISS PASCOE Ada - For always demonstrating school values 
and striving to achieve her best in everything 
she does. Thank you for being a great leader.

PE – MS STEARNE Fraser - for the effort he put into completing the 
athletics rotations and for impressive Javelin 
throwing!
Special mention to Jude, Billie and Ada for 
enthusiastically sharing their athletics 
knowledge with their classmates and spending 
time helping others refine their techniques.

ART – MRS MADDAFORD Charlie - For persisting with his amazing 
drawing of a cicada.

13/11/2025

PRINCIPAL Micheal-For making the most of his learning 
time by beginning his tasks quickly and 
concentrating on his work.

PREP/1 – MRS TURNER & MRS HOOD Jude- For working really hard in maths and 
striving for great things. Keep up the great work 
Jude!

2/3 – MR WALTER Kaiya - being super creative and making lovely 
craft flowers

3/4 - MRS MILNE & MRS HARGREAVES 3/4S - For being a bunch of legends this year. I 
will miss teaching and laughing with you all so 
much and I wish you all the best for the rest of 
2025. 

4/5/6 – MISS PASCOE Mack - For always having such a positive attitude 
to learning and working his hardest to get his 
work done to a high standard. 

PE – MS STEARNE All students who participated in the House 
Athletics carnival - it was wonderful to see you 
perform and do your best for your team!

20/11/2025

https://www.hvps.vic.edu.au/page/181


2025 Voluntary Contributions HVPS 
We appreciate each family paying the voluntary contributions so we can cover the cost of purchases 

for our school.
We are not funded for items such as books, stationary, online learning subscriptions, iPads/Netbooks 
etc. We also will not be able to continue to provide these subscriptions, iPads and Netbooks without 

the contributions of each family. 
Please come into the office to pay for your child's voluntary contributions to ensure our wonderful 

school doesn’t run into a deficit.
Please feel free to come ask about setting up a payment plan whether it  be weekly, fortnightly or 

monthly contributions, any contribution helps support our school. 

Your child's School Saving Bonus can be used for Voluntary Contributions! 
You can also pay via Direct Deposit:

Account Name – Harcourt Valley Primary School
BSB- 063 509

Acc No: - 1004 2656 
Amount per student - $275 or set up weekly, fortnightly or monthly payments.

Thursday 2.45pm – Assembly via Webex 
School Assembly Webex: 

Meeting number : 
2653 371 2854

                     Meeting password: Thyn33i83D4 

FUNDRAISING AT HVPS 

 

APPLE PIE BAKING SESSIONS 

Tues 25th Nov - 5pm-9pm
Fri 5th Dec - 9am-12pm

Tues 2nd Dec - 7pm-9pm
Come along for a couple of hours when it suits you!

HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR TABLE!!!
WE ARE SEEKING SILENT AUCTION 

DONATIONS FOR OUR TRIVIA NIGHT IF 
YOU CAN HELP US OUT, PLEASE COME 

AND SEE LOU IN THE OFFICE



ART ROOM NEWS

We have had a great start to the term. The first day back, each student drew an apple 
design for a collaborative fundraising initiative. Look out for the beautiful tea towel, 
apron and tote bags at Applefest!

As part of the Landcare grant, we had local artist, Linda Newton, come and work with 
students on botanical illustrations. The students were highly engaged and in awe of 
Linda's talent. Students really took to the challenge and drew some beautiful illustrations 
of plants and animals found in Ulambara.

Some of the classes are focussing on portraiture this term and if you are looking for some 
family TV, Portrait Artist of the Year on ABC interview is well worth a look!

Also, if you are in Castlemaine on the weekend, the Information Centre/Market Building 
has a sculpture exhibition on with a fantastic cardboard creation of a man and 
horse/machine. It is extraordinary, and students in Gr 3/4 will find it of particular interest 
in relation to our current 'recycled city' project.

CALLING ALL HVPS ARTISTS!
It is report time soon and we are looking for another fabulous image of the school for the 
front cover. We want you to create an image of anywhere in the school, in any 2D 
medium of your choice. Artworks can be handed to Ms Maddaford or Mr Walter for 
judging. Submissions close Thursday 4th December







School Office Information

XUNO FAMILY 

XUNO Family is the school's communication portal for families. All our 

correspondence is sent through the app. Weekly newsletters, attendance, absence’s, 

teacher communication, school information, all done through our family portal. We 

encourage all families to use this portal moving forward to ensure all our school 

community is always up to date with everything happening at HVPS

If you can't seem to get the app working or are unsure on how to use it just give the 
office a call or pop in at any time and we can assist you.

Student Absences - How to notify the school if your child is absent:

Xuno – Parent Web Portal or Family App 

1.Log in to your XUNO parent portal or XUNO Family app.

2.Via the XUNO web portal: From the School menu click on Attendance, or on the dashboard, 

click the Attendance Today tile.
Via the XUNO Family app: From the main menu, tap Attendance

3.If you have more than one child at the school, select the name of the child you are reporting an 
absence for.

4.Click/tap on the Send absence note button

Email: harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Telephone-  5474 2266

Mobile – 0478 435 770

 from 8.30am
School Bank Account Details:

Account Name: Harcourt Valley Primary School

BSB: 063 509

Account Number:  1004 2656

Reference: e.g.: Surname 

School Uniform

Over the Christmas break, we transitioned the school's uniform to the local uniform shop in 

Castlemaine, called Beleza. Beleza Uniform Shop will stock all our uniforms moving forward. Pop in 

and say hello to Kerry and she will help you with all your child's uniform needs.

Beleza School Uniforms 
CASTLEMAINE STORE

207 Barker Street
3450 Castlemaine, VIC

Australia
Phone: (03) 5401 3483

For Sale
Kids Lined Jackets

•Waterproof Nylon fully lined with polar fleece keeps you warm all day long
•Elastic cuffs and shirred elastic sides keep the warm air in
•Concealed hood in the collar for when the weather turns

Only 3 available
2 size 6 in dark navy
2 size 8 in dark navy

$25 each

mailto:harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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