
Harcourt Valley Primary School

3 Wilkinson Street, HARCOURT 3453

Phone: 03 5474 2266
Email:  harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Newsletter Friday 20th May 2022

Thursday 2.45pm – Assembly via Webex

School Assembly Webex:

Meeting number : 2653 371 2854

Meeting password: Thyn33i83D4 

May / June 2022

Tuesday 24th May AFL Clinics Grades 2 - 6

Wednesday 25th May Education Week Open Day

Morning 9:30am to 11:30am

Evening 5:30pm to 6:30pm

Thursday 26th May Assembly item Grade 2

National Sorry Day
Thursday 2nd June Assembly item Grade 5

Friday 3rd June Curriculum Day – Pupil Free Day

Thursday 9th June Assembly item Grade 3

Monday 13th June Public Holiday

Thursday 16th June Assembly Grade Prep

Friday 17th June Melbourne Quantum Excursion Grade 3 & Grade 4

Wednesday 22nd June Professional Practice Day – Pupil Free Day

Thursday 23rd June Assembly - Principal

Friday 24th June Last day of Term 2

P-2 Tabloid Sports

We are a child safe school
We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young 

people.
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Principal
Asta – for adding some terrific descriptive words into her narrative. Great work, Asta!
Jack – for demonstrating a high level of fluency when reading aloud and maximising his 
time to enjoy Read to Self time.

Grade 1
Maysa – for always showing respect to her peers and teachers.
Beau – for applying the reading strategy Jabber the Parrot and Spinner the Spider when 
reading this week.

Grade 2/3
Judd – for working so hard and concentrating on his writing task.

Grade 4/5
Astin – for trying his personal best in NAPLAN and on all assessment items.
Grace – for being very helpful when participating in the community groups gardening 
program.
Callum – for trying his personal best on all assessment items.

French
Reagan – for always being willing and ready to learn.
Tammy – for making an effort to follow instructions.
Chevelle – for great work during speaking routines.
Hayley – for excellent sitting and listening.

Art
Grace – for always doing her best and helping with packing up.
Hayley – for independently working on her artwork and engaging with her peers.
Xavier D. – for adding fun detail into his artwork and sharing tips with his peers on how to 
draw mushrooms.
Remi – for adding such fantastic detail into her tractor artwork.



Principal’s Report

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS

Please find attached information relating to the updated advice regarding the use of Rapid 
Antigen Tests.  

EDUCATION WEEK - CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

Education Week is next week. To celebrate Education Week, we will be holding an Open Day 
morning on Wednesday 25th May from 9:30 to 11:30 am and an Open Evening from 5:30 pm to 
6:30 pm on Wednesday 25th May. Prospective families and current families are most welcome to 
attend either session times. Families attending the evening session are most welcome to peruse 
all classrooms, meet our terrific teachers and have a pizza dinner at school. We ask that families 
attending the evening session RSVP on the attached form to assist with catering by close of 
business today.  

Additional activities to be held during Education Week include:

Monday- Responsible Pet Program - All students

Tuesday – AFL Clinic - senior classes

Friday – Lunch time footy clinic with Mark D - All students welcome to attend

NATIONAL SORRY DAY

National Sorry Day is next Thursday 26th May. Grade 6 students will
acknowledge National Sorry Day at next week’s school assembly.  

OSHCLUB - BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM HAS COMMENCED

Enrolment enquiries can be made at harcourtvalley@oshclub.com.au or on 0467 168 516.

Education Week

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY

Well done to everyone who joined the Walking School Bus this 
morning. Whilst it was a very chilly morning, it was great to see 
students, parents, staff and pets enjoy an early morning stroll to school 
wearing their snazzy socks. Thank you to our Breakfast Club team for 
catering for the large number of students attending breakfast this 
morning. 

Thank you to Danny from the Castlemaine Police Station who joined us 
on our walt to school this morning.
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NUMERACY TIPS - DOING MATHS TOGETHER AT HOME

P-2

Board games are a fun way to involve the whole family with maths. Help your child when 
rolling dice to count, move, and stop after moving the number shown on the dice. 

• When using dice, your child may count all the dots on the die face to determine the 

total number. Over time they will begin to recognise automatically the value on the 

die face without counting.

Grades 3-6

Sports provide a good opportunity to engage your child in maths, particularly if they are a 
keen sportsperson.

• How does your favourite sport tally the score?

• How can you estimate the perimeter and area of a playing field?

Watching the weather
Because it changes daily, the weather can be a great topic to discuss maths with your 
child.

• Ask your child the difference between each day’s minimum and maximum 

temperatures. Do they notice a pattern or trend in the weather changes?

• Compare the temperature in Harcourt to Mildura or even Broome and find the 

location of these towns.  

MATHEMATICAL VOCABULARY - The sum of 
An important part of teaching mathematics at HVPS is to ensure teachers use a consistent 
vocabulary when teaching mathematics across all classrooms.  

Example - The word sum.  
The sum of 3 and 7 equals 10, or the sum of three and seven equals ten.

Quite often questions can also appear numerically (numbers) or can be structured as 
word problems.  

Have a good weekend!

Andrew



The HVPS Council met last week, and we wanted to give you a brief update of the key points 

from our meeting:

Firstly, it was fantastic to be face to face again at school and not at a zoom meeting. Being face 

to face we were led through a fantastic Welcome Circle that has been started in Miss Norris’s 

class of introducing yourself to a friend and playing a unique rock paper scissors game. We 

thanked the school for the Mothers Day Breakfast that was really well attended, as well as for 

the wreaths for the Harcourt and Sutton Grange Anzac day services. 

OSH Club: We are thrilled to be starting OSHClub at HVPS. Lots of hard yards were completed 

by the school council to select a provider for this service and we can’t wait to see all the quality 

attributes of the OSHClub come to life at our school. 

School Oval:  Have you seen the oval???? It's growing green grass! We are still actively looking 

at different options for long term water connection for green grass over summer however it was 

wonderful to reflect on the last few years of oval improvements (fertilizer, compost and seeding) 

and the difference it is making to the surface. 

Shade Grant: For the third year running we are submitting a grant application for replacement 

of the shade sail over the main playground. Fingers crossed this year all the effort ends in 

success. 

Education Week: With our continued focus on reconnecting with our families and community 

we are opening the doors for all families and the community to visit during Education Week. To 

make an evening visit easier for families there will be free pizza provided. Please RSVP to assist 

with ordering. 

Lunch Orders:  It's fantastic to see this iconic and wonderful service up and running and we 

thank all the people that have volunteered for the term. 

Communication: School councilors brought to this meeting lots of examples of different ways of 

managing communication at other schools. We resolved to conduct a survey of our parents to 

determine their communication preferences. In the short term, we are making the newsletter 

available in hard copy to all families that request this format. Please contact the office if you 

would prefer a paper copy in addition or instead of electronic.



Messages from the Office

Parent Payments now due

We appreciate each family paying the fees to ensure we can

cover purchases and to ensure the school does not run into a

deficit. We are not funded for individual items used by students

in class, such as books, pencils, online subscriptions, 

iPads, etc.

Curriculum Contribution amount due $365

Contributions can be direct debited to our account:

Account name: Harcourt Valley Primary School

BSB: 063 509     Account No: 1004 2656 (Please add student surname as the reference)

Would you like a hard copy of the Newsletter sent home
each week?

Please email me at harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au or call 
the office on 5474 2266 and I can arrange this for you.

Wednesday 

8th June
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Students’ Work

Last week in community groups the cooking group created a recipe 

for rice paper rolls. They were so yummy that Astin wrote out the 

recipe to share with the wider school community. 

We hope you all enjoy making these at home.

Mrs Hargreaves

H.V.P.S. Rice Paper Rolls

Step one wash hands.

Step two peel and grate carrot and shred lettuce.

Step three combine ingredients from step two.

Step four place rice paper round in a bowl of warm water for 15

seconds.

Step five arrange ¼ cup of mixture onto round.

Step six fold and roll.

Step seven clean up and eat.

Astin

Grade 4/5

Apple Trees

Grade Prep







School Office Information

School Bank Account Details:

Account Name: Harcourt Valley Primary School

BSB: 063 509

Account Number:  1004 2656

Reference: e.g: Surname/ (Camp, Excursion or Uniform)

Student Absences - How to notify the school if your child is absent:

No Verbal notifications accepted except via phone call from parents/carers. 

Xuno is the preferred method of reporting absences.

Xuno – Parent Web Portal or Family App 

1. Log in to your XUNO parent portal or XUNO Family app.

2. Via the XUNO web portal: From the School menu click on Attendance, or on the 

dashboard, click the Attendance Today tile.
Via the XUNO Family app: From the main menu, tap Attendance

3. If you have more than one child at the school, select the name of the child you are 
reporting an absence for.

4. Click/tap on the Send absence note button

If you need help with the app or web portal please contact the school office.

School website: http://hvps.vic.edu.au

Click on notices and forms, fill in absence form and this will be emailed to the school.

Email: harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Telephone 5474 2266, the school, from 8.30am

Honey for Sale

300g Yellow Box for $5 each.

Available at the school office.  All proceeds will go to fundraising.  

Head Lice

Visit www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au and search for “head lice (nits)” for advice on finding, 

treating and preventing head lice

School Uniform

To order new uniform, click on the following link for order form:

https://www.hvps.vic.edu.au/page/166/Notices-&-Forms

Payment is required prior to sending home uniforms with students.

http://hvps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:harcourt.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
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Community News
Please be advised that the information listed is provided for community information only.  Harcourt Valley Primary 

School does not necessarily endorse the listed community advertisement and has no affiliation with the listed 

organisations.

Harcourt News: The Core For the latest news around Harcourt, click here:    
https://harcourt.vic.au/news/

All families earning up to $354,305 per year are eligible for some level of CCS. (see picture)

https://harcourt.vic.au/news/







